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DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSFORMATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES IN AL- AZRAQ OASIS

The present study aims at describing and analyzing the
effects of environmental changes of AL-Azraq region on the
economic, social and cultural life of its population. It focuses, in
particular, on the rising imbalance between natural resources

and growing population there.

The study employs a variety of anthropological
approaches, most prominent of which is the theoretical
framework developed by Julian Steward. It uses the comparative
method and the primacy of behavioral implications in
subsistence economy, besides emphasizing the historical

perspective.

It depended extensively in conducting this research on
gathering data from the field. The research derived much of its
material from books, documents, and articles relevant to the

main theme of this study.

The thesis consists of seven chapters: -




The first chapter: includes the introduction, the methodology,
the research problem, the significance of the research, research

difficulties, and the related literature.

The second chapter: includes the description of the physical
and natural environment; the location, topography and geology,

flora and fauna. Archeological sites, the history of settling.

The Third chapter: includes Azraq villages and the ethnic
groups, describing the groups and tribes, density and migrations
to Azraq, housing, social situation including cooperation,
competition, identity and loyalty, neighborhood, affinity. In
addition to describing the administrative and political

development.

The Fourth chapter: This part presents various economic
activities of the people of Azraq, and the previous and present
situation of these groups, and the natural resources they depend
on, and investigate the changes and problems of the economic

activities and projects.

The Fifth chapter: This chapter is concerned with the problems
and the environmental changes in Azraq oasis, These problems
belong to administrative decisions. It also reviews the

environmental disruption and changes.

The Sixth chapter: It is concerned with the ecological

relationship between man and his environment. It analyzes the




relations between the environmental resources and the people,

the relations of the distribution of the ethnic groups and their

loyalty, and the relations between the natural resources and the
cultural life of the people. Besides examining the influence of
the ecological imbalance on the various social and psychological
aspects and economic activities, and how the groups deal with
these problems, and the emergence of new economic

alternatives among these groups.

The Seventh chapter: this chapter contains the main results and
conclusions of the research. It has been pointed out that the
environment has great role in directing the economic activities
and shaping the social and behavioral aspects of Azraq, and the
rapid destruction of environmental resources making local
community living highly problematic regarding the natural
resources. This makes the people look for other economic
alternatives, some of which has negative effects on environment.

It has been found that every ethnic group has its own way of

adaptation and coping to these changes and problems.




